
 

 

Welcome to the Watauga High School Alumni Open Invitational 

Exhibit currently featured in both the 

Mazie Jones and Open Door Galleries, 

with over 60 

pieces of art on 

displayð art 

works by Alumni 

of the Watauga High School Visual Arts program. Works by graduates 

from the class of 1971 through the class of 2010 are also being 

presented. Coordinated by Shelton Wilder, WHS Visual Art teacher, 

this show demonstrates the depth and breadth of the influence visual art 

classes in our public schools has on the former students and the future 

of the arts in our community. 

Many of the artists exhibiting have gone on to become practicing artists 

locally and across the nation. But far more graduates have become workers and promoters of the arts in 

many diverse careers. Some had become gallery owners, graphic designers, musicians, parents, or 

teachers who continue to be influential in their communities and school promoting and encouraging the 

arts.  We hope this will be an annual event with Watauga High Schoolôs art alumni.  Thank you Shelton 

Wilder for your commitment to hanging this showðyou did a brilliant job. 
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Staff  

Cherry Johnson,  
Executive Director  

cherry@watauga-arts.org  
 

 Mark Freed, Folklorist and  
Traditional Arts Coordinator  

mark@watauga-arts.org 
 

Christy Chenausky, Community  
Arts Education Coordinator  

christy@watauga-arts.org 
 

Sarah Collins  
Office Manager/Visual Arts Coordinator  

sarah@watauga-arts.org 

Noteworthy News From the Galleries!  

TAKE NOTE:  The January exhibits will be on 
display January 9th through January 28th.  
Please join us on Friday, January 20th from 
6:30 - 8:00 p. m. for the gallery reception.  

January/February 2012January/February 2012   

JANUARY  

EXHIBITS 

February 2012 promises to be very exciting as we welcome our new exhibits.  The Mazie Jones Gallery 

will feature ArtMix ð a group of women with a common bond to make the world a more beautiful 

place through their creative energies and works of art.  Simply put, 

they are a ñmixò of artists who work with paint, pastels, fibers, clay, 

photography and much more.  

The Open Door Gallery will welcome Two 

Rivers Community Schoolða North Carolina 

Public Charter School located in Boone, NC and 

serving families of Watauga, Ashe, Avery and 

Wilkes counties.  TRCS incorporates a 

curriculum of project based Expeditionary Learning as the framework for its instructional programs. 

Teaching and learning at TRCS is guided by research based, best practices. 

This dynamic curriculum engages students and is designed so that students and teachers develop 

meaningful relationships based on trust and mutual respect. The 

Expeditionary Learning curriculum allows them to work 

collaboratively over time to guide the studentsô learning, develop and 

achieve their goals, and live in the world as engaged citizens. 

Two Rivers students are offered weekly in depth art classes and 

generate an incredible collection of work each year.  The annual TRCS Student Art Show at the Jones 

House is always an exciting and diverse showcase of student achievement.  All students in grades K-8 

will have a piece on display and the Open Door gallery will be filled, floor to ceiling.  For Two Riversô 

students, staff, and families, the art show  

is a highlight of the year and they are  

excited about their partnership with 

the Watauga County Arts Council. 

 The WCAC is grateful for the ongoing 

support of Cheap Joeõs Art Stuff for our 

Monthly Galley Exhibitions!   

TAKE NOTE:  The February exhibits will be on 
display January 31st through February 24th.  
Please join us on Friday, February 3rd from 
6:30 - 8:00 p. m. for the gallery reception.  

FEBRUARY  

EXHIBITS 



CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 5ŜǎƪΥ 
   

As we begin 2012, I think we all look at each fresh new year as a time to evaluate the past, 
consider what we would like to change, and make plans for these changes.   The Arts Council is 
no different.  This year, as we began 2012 we have been working on many new 
thingsé.including bringing several new members onto our Board of Directors.  With these new 
members and several members of our Advisory Council, we just completed a two-day retreat at 
which lots of fresh new ideas were introduced along with some fresh new ways of approaching 
some of the programs and services we have been offering to the community for quite some time.   
 

As a staff member I find this process so 
encouraging and also very energizing.  
When you live and work with an 
organization for years on end, it would 
become easy to get stuck in the same old 
ruts if you didnôt have these new voices with 
their fresh perspectives.  
Once again I am reminded 
through them of the value 
that the Arts Council brings 
to Watauga County and I am  
inspired anew to try to make  
sure that this value is 
communicated to and 
shared with each person in 
our community.   
 
If you have ideas about things you think youôd like to see to 
the Arts Council consider as we enter 2012 we would very 
much appreciate your sharing them with us.  You can call me or email me at wcac@watauga-arts.org or you can 
contact any of the other staff or board members as well.   Itôs an exciting time to be working with the Watauga 
County Arts Council and I hope you catch that excitement and become a part of the action this year.   

Cherry Johnson 

 

§ January 9th ð27th ð Watauga High School Alumni Open Invitational Exhibit  

§ FRIDAY, January 20th ðGallery Reception from 6:30 ð8:00 PM 

§ Thursday afternoons ðJunior Appalachian  Music Lessons at 4:30, 5:30 and 6:30 pm  

§ Every Thursday  - Free Acoustic Jams from 7:30 ð11:00 pm (come  
       to play or just to listen!)  

§ January 31st ðFebruary 24th ð ArtMix and Two Rivers Community School Exhibits  

§ FRIDAY, February 3rd ðGallery Reception from 6:30 ð8:00 PM 
 www.wataugawww.wataugawww.watauga ---arts.orgarts.orgarts.org    
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Thanks to our generous supporters & members for their recent gifts!       

Velma Burnley  

Cheryl and 

Richard Prisco  

Marie Schaedler  

Mike Wise  

Kim Abernethy  

Janice Carter  

Teresa Cerda  

Dr. Stephen D.  

 Eingorn  
 

 

Tom and Patricia 

Hearron  

 Kyle Keeter  

Dr. Glenn and 

Trudy Muegel  

 

Cullie and Sylvia 

Tarleton  

Individuals and Families  
 Partners  


