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Watauga Arts Council’s 

Gallery Exhibits are 

sponsored each month by  

Cheap Joe’s Art Stuff 

Open Door Gallery:  

Laurel Mountain Quilt Guild  

Mazie Jones Gallery:  

Watercolors by  

Elliot Coatney  

Watauga Arts Council  

P.O. Box 366, DTS     

Boone, NC  28607 

www.watauga-arts.org 

 

See the Watauga Arts Council retail 

booth upstairs in Art Walk, a  

downtown Boone art gallery 

The Jones House Community Center 

is located at 604 West King Street in 

Downtown Boone  

Return Service Requested 

§ Every Thursday ñJunior Appalachian Music Lessons 4:30 -7:30 pm    

§ Every Thursday  - Free Acoustic Jams from 7:30 ñ11:00 pm at the Jones House  

§ Thursday, September 2nd ñ5:30 pm ñRegional Artist Project Grant Workshop at JH  

§ Fridays (Sept. 3rd,10th, & 17th) ð òConcert on the Lawnó - 5:00ñ6:30ñBYOS (Bring  
     your own seat)  

§ Friday, September 3rd ñFeasting on the Lawn ñjoin us for dinner along with your concert ñ  
     featuring food by Earth Fare  

§ Friday, September 3rd ð Art Crawl & Gallery Opening Reception at the Jones House from 6:30 -8:00 pm .  

This month in the Mazie Jones Gallery, we will exhibit recent works by 

Blowing Rock Painter Elliot Coatney.  Elliot started painting in watercolor 

and drawing at a young age and experimented with various media 

through his school years, but it wasnõt until 2007, under the 

instruction and encouragement of Canadian painter Brian Simons, 

that Elliot found the focus and direction to paint regularly. He also 

credits his development as a painter to the 

generous mentorship of local artist and 

close friend Steven Prewitt. 

Elliot uses saturated colors, abbreviated 

detail, and throbbing contrasts to create 

loose, simple compositions full of energy 

and joy.  Although his work is representational, 

he says that he is not particularly interested in 

recreating or even capturing a scene; òI am 

interested in the unique emotional and even 

spiritual impact that paint on canvas can 

have on a viewer. òElliot has exhibited in 

juried shows across the Southeast, taking 

top prize at the latest òBest of the Blue 

Ridgeó show and competition for his 

painting, Biltmore Laundry. You  may have 

seen Elliotõs work at his brother Carsonõs 

bakery, Stick Boy Bread Company, or at 

Broomfields Gallery in West Jefferson.  We 

believe  you will find Elliotõs work fun, 

accessible, and thoroughly  engaging.  Donõt miss the first one-man 

gallery exhibit of this exciting young, emerging artist! 

The Open Door Gallery will  feature an exhibit by The 

Mountain Laurel Quilt Guild.  This group was organized in 

1987 by a small group of women who enjoyed quilting and 

making friendships among fellow quilters. 

Members came from all areas of Northwest 

North Carolina. Their purpose is to promote 

appreciation of  and education about the fine 

art of quiltmaking. ñStrong friendships 

develop among the quilters who have this 

interest in common.  They invite you to join 

them the first Thursday of each month at 

1:30 at the Watauga County Senior Center on Poplar 

Avenue.  The Quilt Guild offers instruction for new as well 

as experienced quilters.  They also use their talents to help 

the community by making ñFriendship Quiltsò for the elderly 

and wheelchair bound people, 

and baby blankets for newborn 

babies whose families are in 

need.   
 

The exhibit this month is titled 

ñTrees of Appalachiaò.  These 

quilts represent the wide range 

of talent of the members.  Please come to the Jones House 

this month to enjoy the wonderful creations of the Mountain 

Laurel Quilt Guild! 

The galleries of the Jones House are open Tuesdays - Fridays noon to 5 p.m., from 7:30 to 11 p.m. 
Thursdays during the Acoustic Jams, and Fridays until 7 p.m. during the Summer Concerts on the Lawn.  

The September exhibits are on display from August 31st through September 24th.  
The Senior Gallery will also have a new exhibit this month featuring our senior artists from the  

Lois Harrill and Cove Creek Senior Centers under the instruction of Marsha Holmes.  

September 

Events  

September 2010 

 Be sure to 

watch our 

Website and   

Facebook 

Page for 

updates!  



CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 5ŜǎƪΥ   
The Watauga County Arts Council is always trying to find ways to help our local artists through as 
many avenues as we cané 

We exhibit the work of visual artists through several programs:  The  Galleries of the Jones House 

Community Center offer monthly exhibitions in the Mazie Jones and Open Door Galleries; Our Arts 
Placement Program places the work of local artists in many fine business establishments throughout 
our community; and we place artwork in our special booth at ArtWalk, a wonderful venue located 
directly across from the Jones House Community Center.   

We offer performing artists  a variety of performance opportunities throughout the year, the most 
well -known of which is our Summer Concerts on the Lawn.   

Periodically we offer workshops for artists which are designed to help them better handle the business end of being an 
artisté..with classes on such topics as marketing, pricing, financial management, legal issues, etc.   

Through our website we  link to our member artists websites, we list classes being offered by teaching artists, and we 
inform artists of upcoming educational, exhibition, and performance opportunities.  

But one of my favorite ways we try to help artists is through 

our Regional Artist Project Grants.  With this program we 
are able to help artists purchase necessary equipment, 
attend workshops or classes, market themselves, or in some 
other way that makes a real difference in helping them 
ñadvance to the next levelò as artists.   

Each fall we accept applications from artists, take these 

applications through a careful review process, and then  
award the most outstanding artists from our four -county 
region  the funding to accomplish the goals theyôve set forth.   
This yearôs application deadline is Friday, September 10th .   

HOWEVERé.for artists who would like some input, advice, 
and assistance in putting their application together, I will be 

holding a free workshop on Thursday, September 2nd at 
the Jones House at 5:30 pm.  I encourage any artist who 
has even the slightest interest in applying to come meet with 
me and learn more about this wonderful grant opportunity.   

  A Traditional Note from our Folklorist:   

Greetings friends~ 

School is now underway for everybody, but 

summer isnôt quite over yet.  Please come out 

and join us for our final three Concerts on the 

Lawn performances.  We will start the month 

with an excellent evening of acoustic blues, 

country, folk, and maybe even some Hawaiian 

with The Dashboard Hula Boys and Kirby, 

Welch, and Stone on Sept 3.  The following 

week we will have two great old-time stringbands with Zephyr 

Lightning Bolts  and The Whitetop Mountaineers.  We will wrap

-up the 2010 season with performances by Crys Matthews and 

The Harris Brothers on Sept 17. 

For those of you with children in grade school or high school, we are still enrolling 

students for the 2010-2011 Watauga Junior Appalachian Musicians program.  This 

program features weekly music lessons in traditional styles on fiddle, banjo, guitar, 

mandolin, and flatfoot dancing at the Jones House Cultural and Community Center.  

Students meet weekly on Thursdays at 4:30, 5:30, or 6:30.  All 25+ lessons, 

recitals, dances, guest artists, and access to the JAM lending library is available for 

a $100 enrollment fee per student.  Instruments can be rented for $25 for the entire 

year.  The spaces are filling very quickly, so please let me know as soon as possible 

if you know a student between 3-12 grade who would like to participate.   We are 

also seeking scholarship money to help support tuition and rental for students-in-

need.  Please contact me for more information about the JAM program. 

Thanks, and see you soon!              

  Mark Freed 

From Our Community Arts Education 
Coordinator:  

 

This summer the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed a Congressional Resolution 
designating a week beginning 
September 12 as "Arts in Education 
Week."  

We in Watauga County, North 
Carolina are a step ahead of the game.  
The week of September 12 will offer the 
kick off of the Touring Arts Program.  
The Touring Arts Program is the most 
visible of the Community Arts in 
Education Partnership among the Arts Council, The 
Watauga County School System and Appalachian State 
5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ !ÒÔ ÁÎÄ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ  7Å ÏÆÆÅÒ 
two performances every school year for every child from 
Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade.   
7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ .ÏÒÔÈ 

#ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁȭÓ Ï×Î 2ÅÄ #ÌÁÙ 2ÁÍÂÌÅÒÓ ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΣΩȦ  )Æ 
you would like to see the Red Clay Ramblers yourself, 
they will be offering an evening performance at Farthing 
!ÕÄÉÔÏÒÉÕÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ Ϊ ÏȭÃÌÏÃË ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÎ 
!ÐÐÁÌÁÃÈÉÁÎ 3ÔÁÔÅȭÓ 0ÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ !ÒÔÓ 3ÅÒÉÅÓȢ 

Our students are so fortunate to benefit from the 
ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ×ÉÔÈ !35ȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ !ÒÔ ÁÎÄ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 
Programs that allows us to offer educational matinees to 
our students.  

Christy  
Chenausky 

Cherry Johnson 

Watauga Arts Council Staff:  

*Cherry Johnson, Executive Director 

 cherry@watauga-arts.org  

*Mark Freed, Folklorist and  

     Traditional Arts Coordinator 

  mark@watauga-arts.org 

*Christy Chenausky, Community  

    Arts Education Coordinator 

     christy@watauga-arts.org 

*Teena Cone, Office Manager and    

     Visual Arts Coordinator 


