Dear Local Business Persons & Patrons of the Arts:

The Pioneer Playmakers need your help!

As you may already know, the Watauga High School Pioneer Playmakers’ production of “John Lennon and Me” has won the Distinguished Play Award at the North Carolina Theatre Conference One-Act Play Competition and has been selected to represent the state of North Carolina at the Southeastern Theatre Conference High School Play Competition in Chattanooga, Tennessee, March 6 – 9, 2008.  The Distinguished Play Award is given to the best one-act play of the event which featured sixteen different plays form fifteen high schools.  In addition to winning the Distinguished Play Award, the Playmakers’ performance of “John Lennon & Me” brought the Best Actress Award to senior Noelle Austin and an Honorable Mention in Ensemble Acting to the cast as a whole.  The Playmakers, an honors acting class at the high school, were also recognized for their offstage excellence with a special award given by the hosting drama department for exemplary behavior and helpfulness at the event.

Getting the Playmakers to the Chattanooga competition is expected to cost between $10,000 and $11,000 in registration fees, transportation, and hotel accommodations, an average of $600 per student, and community support will be essential to funding this trip.  Persons and organizations interested in helping the Playmakers are encouraged to send donations in care of their director, Sarah Miller, Watauga High Drama Department, 400 High School Drive, Boone, NC, 28607.  Checks should be made payable to WHS Drama.  You can also contact Ms. Miller at the WHS Drama Department office at 828-268-0760.

To win this state championship, the Pioneer Playmakers competed against 2,000 fellow student actors performing in 124 one-act plays from 83 schools.  Now, these eighteen superior actors and technicians - Gayle Anderson, Elizabeth Atwell, Noelle Austin, Will Barbour, Celeste Caton, Ivy Chappell, Mary Clements, Jonathan Edwards, Bryan Etheridge, Spenser Hallmark, Trevor Lee, Cassidy Maier, Ariel Nicastro, Garrett Price, Kevin Rynn, Sarah Shields, Jonathan Shine, and Preston Stigall – have won the right to represent Watauga High School and the state of North Carolina at a 10 state regional competition.  These eighteen extraordinary young artists would appreciate any support that you can provide.

Very sincerely,

The Pioneer Playmakers

